Conqress of the United States

Wlashington, DE 20510
February 28, 2013

Honorable Michael B. Donley General Mark A. Welsh III
Secretary of the Air Force Chief of Staff

1670 Air Force Pentagon 1670 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1670 Washington, DC 20330-1670

Dear Secretary Donley and General Welsh,

Each of our offices has actively participated in the scoping process for the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) regarding the proposal to relocate the 18™ Aggressor
Squadron from Eielson Air Force Base (EAFB) to Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson (JBER) and
may submit individual written comments to the scoping process. The purpose of this letter is to
jointly request that the Air Force consider an additional alternative in the DEIS as follows:

Retain the 18" Aggressor Squadron at its current location in Eielson Air Force Base (EAFB),
and relocate the 24 F-16 aircraft and associated personnel of the 480™ Fighter Squadron from
Spangdahlem Air Base (SAFB) to become part of the 354" Fighter Wing at EAFB.

Formally addressing this additional alternative will accomplish all of the objectives of the
reassessed U.S. defense strategy (articulated in Section 1.1 of the Air Force’s Draft Description
of Proposed Action and Alternatives (January 2013)) which requires the Department of Defense
(DoD) to:

e Transition its defense enterprise from an emphasis on today’s wars to preparing
for future challenges;
Protect the broad range of U.S. national security interests;
Advance DoD efforts to rebalance and reform; and
Support the national security and congressionally mandated imperative of deficit
reduction by reducing defense spending.

The addition of the aforementioned alternative will specifically enhance the cost savings
and operational effectiveness goals of the proposed action by achieving the following:

e FEliminates operational costs of two single Squadron Wings, created by the
recently approved USAF Force Structure Adjustments, by consolidating the two
F-16 Squadrons at EAFB; Spangdahlem would be retained in a “warm base”
status to support Ramstein AFB requiréments (much as USAF proposes in its
Potential Alternative A which would result in the warm basing of EAFB with the
movement of the F-16’s to JBER).

e Reduces costs to the Air Force by reducing overseas basing costs in Germany
(while retaining a capable F-16 presence for US Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) in
Aviano, Italy).



e Leverages the benefits of USAF’s planned expansion of the Joint Pacific Air
Range (JPARC) adjacent to Eielson for the benefit of the 480" Fighter Squadron,
which currently must travel to ranges much further from Spangdahlem to conduct
training — thus, consolidation will create enhanced readiness to the Squadron and
reduce flying hour costs to access ranges for training. Additionally, provides
enhanced joint training of the U.S. Army Alaska (USARAK) Brigade Combat
Teams (BCTs) by supporting them with Close Air Support (CAS) and Time
Sensitive Targeting (TST) training.

e  Supports the updated National Military Strategy (which includes a renewed focus
on the Asia-Pacific Region), yet retains the ability of the additional F-16’s to
deploy to the Pacific or to Europe as a supplemental capability to the 31* Fighter
Wing (Aviano) to meet USAFE requirements, while returning EAFB to the
deployment status it had prior to 2007.

e  Mitigates the socioeconomic impacts of USAF’s Potential Alternative A and
enhances Alaskan Command (and international training with our allies) by adding
the capabilities of the 480™s F-16 Block 50 aircraft into EAFB/JPARC airspace
where airspace management, air quality and noise issues will be within the
confines of levels previously experienced there (when the 354" Fighter Wing
operated both F-16’s and A-10’s through 2007).

e Reduces the costs of overseas basing by placing Spangdahlem in a warm base
status while retaining a Forward Operating Location presence to support
Ramstein/USAFE air mobility requirements. This would also be consistent with
the position of the Secretary of Defense with regard to reducing overseas
infrastructure costs.

The Alaska Congressional Delegation values our service members and their families here
in the “Last Frontier.” We are proud of their dedication and accomplishments, and will
continually strive to ensure that they experience the most comprehensive and professionally-
rewarding training possible.

By copy of this letter to Mr. Allen Richmond, AFCEC-CZN, we formally submit these
views as comments in the scoping process. We look forward to receiving your confirmation that
this alternative will be included in the DEIS for thorough analysis, review and comment.

Sincerely,
Lisa Murkowski Mark Begich ; Don Young / :
United States Senator United States Senator Congressman for all Alaska



