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The Honorable Patrick Donahoe

Postmaster General and Chief Executive Officer
United States Postal Service

475 L’Enfant Plaza, SW

Room 10804

Washington, D.C. 20265-3500

Dear Mr. Donahoe:

[ write to make you aware of a concern raised in Southeast Alaska. I am told the U.S. Postal
Service (USPS) has become a main conduit for drug trafficking in Juneau, Petersburg, and other
Southeast Alaska communities. For example, Alaska State Representative Cathy Mufioz reports
that in the past two years, only one, 2.5 day USPS inspection was permitted, and that inspection
revealed 10 packages of narcotics valued at over $300,000.

Action must be taken to ensure that the USPS is not an avenue for drug trafficking. I am
attaching a letter from Representative Muifioz that suggests assigning additional postal inspectors to
Southeast Alaska. In this difficult budget environment, another solution I urge you to consider is
whether a cross-deputization agreement could be entered into with local law enforcement that might
allow them to conduct inspections, if they have the resources to do so. I understand such an
arrangement is working well between USPS and the Alaska State Troopers in Western Alaska.

I respectfully request that you work with relevant state, federal, and local officials to ensure
that the USPS is not used for trafficking drugs into Alaska.

Sincerely,

urkowski
United States Senator
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REPRESENTATIVE CATHY MUNOZ
May 24, 2012

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
709 Harl Building
Washington, D.C. 20510~ 0202

The Honoz’ab]o Mark Begich
Qo5
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Washington, 1D.CC, 20510

The Honorable Don Young
2111 Raybuin Buiidingj
Washington, D.C. 20515-0291

Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Begich and Congressman Young:

Recently, I met with local law enforcement professionals, Licutenant Kris Sell, Special
Operations Unit, Detective Brandon Lawrenson, Juneau Drug Enforcement Unit of the Janeau
Police Department, concerned citizen, Mitch Falk, and Colonel Mallard and Captain Dernnis
Casanovas, Corrunander of Alaska State Troopers, Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit regarding
the issues surrounding interdiction of drugs coming into our community through the U.S,
Postal Service,

Our Drug Enforcement Team has been very successful in closing other avenues of drugs coming
into our community by closely working with Alaska Airlines and FedEx in interdicting drug
shipments, The U.5. Postal Service has become the primary source of heroin and
methamphetarines in Juneat. The problem lies with the lack of postal inspectors available to
Sontheast Alaska. In the last two vears only one interdiction was permitted for a two and half
day inspection. During that time ten packages were found with over $300,000 in street value
narcotics,

As T understand it, there are three vacancies for postal inspectors in Alaska and | respectfully
request that one of these inspectors be assigned to Southeast Alaska. Thank you for assisting us
in ending the scourge of drug abuse in our communities.
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