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The Honorable Jane Lubchenco

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
United States Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Room 5128
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Dr. Lubchenco:
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As you know, the March 2011 tsunami that hit Japan has resulted in an increase in marine
debris in waters off the United States and along our coastlines. Alaska is already experiencing
higher levels of debris than typical, particularly off Montague and Kayak Islands in the Prince
William Sound area. Your Marine Debris Program has been coordinating and distributing

information on this reported increase, and I appreciate your attention to the issue.

Alaska fishermen and others are concerned about debris jeopardizing their safety and that
an expected spring shift in currents will pick up some debris, causing a hazard to fishing in
offshore tide rips and to transit. The commercial salmon fishing season opens mid-May in Prince
William Sound. I respectfully request that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) coordinate with other federal agencies, the State of Alaska, local governments, and
local industry to track debris that could encroach on historical fishing grounds and make vessel
operators aware of the location of potential hazards. I am aware of your planned increase in
marine debris monitoring and coordination efforts coast-wide and for Alaska in FY12, but ask

that you consider whether that plan is sufficient given these concerns.

Additionally, the F'Y13 budget request includes $4.6 million to respond to the threats to
fisheries and marine resources from marine debris. Please explain what work the FY13 request
will allow the agency to complete. The FY13 Senate Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
bill provides an increase to $5 million to track and mitigate the debris fields generated by the
March 2011 Japan tsunami. What actions could NOAA take regarding tsunami debris with this

or other increases above the President’s Request?

Thank you for your attention to this request. Please contact Stefanie Moreland at 202-224-

9316 with any questions.
Sincerely,
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Lisa Murkowski
United States Senator
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