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February 17, 2011

The Honorable John Pistole
Transportation Security Administration
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
301 7th Street SW - Mail Stop 0020
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Administrator Pistole:

I am disappointed to hear that the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has
cancelled its planned recruitment efforts at the 2011 Iditarod Sled Dog Race due to pressure from
the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).

The Iditarod captures the spirit of Alaska and our State’s rich history. The Iditarod Trail
was originally a mail and supply trail traveled by dog sled. In 1925, it became more than just a
supply trail, when this transportation route saved lives as serum aid was rushed to the diphtheria-
stricken community of Nome. As racers and fans come from around the world to participate, the
Iditarod is a part of Alaskan history and something that our state will always be proud to host.

Despite what PETA says, the Iditarod is a race for animal lovers. Together, man and dog
are pitted against nature and the raw elements of the Last Frontier. The dogs get top of the line
veterinary care before, during and after the race. The mushers are required to carry dog-care
diaries that are presented at each checkpoint as the dogs undergo veterinary examinations.
Because of the stellar care given to these dogs, they are able to do what they are born to do, what
they are bred to do, what they love to do: run.

I strongly urge you to reconsider your decision. The Iditarod draws thousands of fans
along its route and represents a great opportunity for TSA recruitment efforts to help overcome
the staffing challenges faced in Alaska.

Sincerely,
(! | './_,..;;)
__isa Murkowski
United States Senator
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