BLACK HISTORY IN
THE STATE OF
ALASKA

By Lisa Murkowski

Black History Month is an annual celebration of
achievements by African Americans in U.S. history.
Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially

designated the month of February as Black History
Month. Here is a list of some individuals who made
a lasting impact on our state.
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Leonard Larkins and
“Unnamed Soldiers” working
on the Alaska Highway
........... during WWII
In 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt
authorized a highway connecting Dawson
Creek, British Columbia and Delta Junctior
Leon*d Larkins and nearly 4,000 other
segregated black soldiers helped build a
highwayiross Alaska and Canada Tﬁé
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