Homeland Security
Provisions Contained in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of FY 2019

Homeland Security

New Polar Security Cutter: $655 million for the design and construction of a heavy polar security cutter, as well as $20 million for long-lead time materials for a second polar security cutter. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shore-side Assets: $53 million to fund Coast Guard shore-side infrastructure projects, including $22 million for Kodiak and $31 million for Seward that will support current and future Coast Guard assets in Alaska.

Maritime Safety in Western Alaska: Directs the Coast Guard to report to Congress on a plan to provide communications throughout the entire Coastal Western Alaska Captain of the Port zone. The objective is to improve waterway safety and to mitigate close calls, collisions, and other dangerous interactions between large ships and subsistence hunter vessels. The report should also include: any shore infrastructure improvements necessary to fulfill such a plan; an explanation of the feasibility of establishing a vessel traffic service that covers the region using existing resources or public-private partnerships; and a timeline of when funding is needed to implement these improvements.

Service Life Extension for Polar Star: Directs the Coast Guard to initiate a service life extension project to rehabilitate and restore the critical systems onboard the heavy icebreaker POLAR STAR. 

Coast Guard in the Arctic: Directs the Coast Guard to appropriately budget to support the Arctic Program Office in order to adequately address the challenges inherent to the growing mission in that region.

Offshore Patrol Cutter (OPC): $400 million to build the first Offshore Patrol Cutter to replace the Coast Guard’s aging medium endurance cutters which will conduct missions on the high seas and coastal approaches.

Fast Response Cutters (FRC): $240 million to fund six Fast Response Cutters, which are in various phases of the construction process, to replace the aging 110-foot patrol boats. These FRCs will enhance the Coast Guard’s coastal capability to perform search and rescue operations and enhance resiliency to disasters.
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