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Legislative Efforts to Support our Nation’s Veterans in the 116th Congress

U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski has worked hard over the years to meet the unique needs of our nation's veterans and ensure they have the resources and support they need. As we honor those who have served our country and those who are presently putting their lives on the line in defense of this great nation, Senator Murkowski highlighted some of the legislative efforts she has worked to advance in support of these dedicated men and women who have bravely served our nation.

2020 Legislative Efforts: 

· PFAS TESTING: Senator Murkowski joined a bipartisan letter with Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), along with 19 Senators, to Senate and House Armed Services Committee leadership urging House and Senate committee leadership to include a number of provisions in the FY21 annual defense bill to confront PFAS contamination at military installations in our communities. 

· VETERAN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT DURING COVID: Senators Gary Peters (D-MI) and Lisa Murkowski introduced bipartisan legislation to extend GI Bill benefits for veterans whose registered apprenticeships were cut short or ended due to COVID-19. 

· ALASKA NATIVE VIETNAM VETERAN LAND ALLOTMENTS: Senator Lisa Murkowski joined Senator Dan Sullivan, and Rep. Don Young (all R-AK) in welcoming the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) announcement of proposed rules that will allow more than 1,000 Alaska Native Vietnam War-era veterans to apply for land allotments of up to 160 acres of land. This is a key step to fulfilling an important provision of the Dingell Act, landmark public lands legislation that Congress passed early last year. BLM also announced the specific lands available for selection. In March of 2019, President Trump signed the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act, formerly known as the Natural Resources Management Act, into law – which included Sec. 1119. the Alaska Native Vietnam Era Veterans Land Allotment. 

· CARES ACT: Senator Murkowski supported the CARES Act, a bill to provide major relief to families, small businesses and their employees, as well as to stabilize our economy and protect jobs. Included within that legislation was $14 billion for medical services to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, including healthcare delivery and for support to veterans who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 

· MERCHANT MARINERS OF WORLD WAR II CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT: The Senate passed the House companion legislation to Senator Murkowski’s bipartisan, bicameral bill, which would award a Congressional Gold Medal, one of the highest civilian honors, to the Merchant Mariners who helped protect America during World War II. 

· COMMANDER JOHN SCOTT HANNON VETERANS MENTAL HEALTH CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT: Senator Murkowski cosponsored legislation that makes updates related to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) transition assistance, mental health care, care for women veterans, and telehealth care.

· DEBORAH SAMPSON ACT: Senator Murkowski joined Senator Jon Tester (D-MT) on this bipartisan, bicameral legislation to address the medical care of women veterans and improve access for women veterans to the Department of Veterans Affairs.

2019 Legislative Efforts:

· YEAR-END BUDGET BILLS: Within the year-end budget packages to fund the federal government for FY20 Senator Murkowski had a significant role in crafting the final product, which included a number of funding programs and initiatives important to veterans in Alaska. 

· JUSTICE FOR ALS VETERANS ACT: Senators Chris Coons (D-DE) and Senator Murkowski introduced this bipartisan legislation to ensure surviving spouses and families of veterans who die from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) receive the full benefits they are owed. 

· NDAA - Creig Sharp Funeral Honors for Veterans Act: Senator Murkowski voted in favor of S. 1790, the defense authorization bill which authorizes $738 billion in national defense funding for Fiscal Year 2020. The bill includes language from the Creig Sharp Funeral Honors for Veterans Act, introduced by Senator Sullivan and co-sponsored by Senator Murkowski, which requires military installations to have a plan to provide full individual military funeral honors for all veterans upon their request and resources permitting. 

· HONORING WOMEN VETERANS: Senator Lisa Murkowski joined several Senate colleagues in championing a bipartisan resolution to honor women veterans by urging the U.S. Postal Service to issue a commemorative postage stamp series honoring women veterans of the Armed Forces.

· MILITARY JUSTICE IMPROVEMENT ACT: Senator Murkowski joined Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and a bipartisan group of Senators to reintroduce legislation which would professionalize how the military prosecutes serious crimes by moving the decision over whether to prosecute them to independent, trained, professional military prosecutors. 

· FILIPINO VETERANS FAMILY REUNIFICATION ACT: Senator Lisa Murkowski joined Senator Mazie Hirono (D-HI) and a bipartisan group of Senators to introduce legislation which would expedite the visa process for children of Filipino World War II veterans, honoring veterans and their families that have been separated for far too long. 

· COMPACTS OF FREE ASSOCIATION VETERANS REVIEW ACT: Senator Murkowski joined Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI) in introducing a bill to create a three-year pilot program to provide hospital care and medical services to veterans living in the Republic of Palau, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Federated States of Micronesia—all countries that have entered into the Compact of Free Association with the United States.

· VA TRIBAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT: Senator Murkowski joined Senators Jon Tester (D-MT), Dan Sullivan (R-AK), and Tom Udall (D-NM) in introducing bipartisan legislation to establish a VA Advisory Committee on Tribal and Indian Affairs will promote meaningful government-to-government consultation with Tribes and will create solutions to ensure VA programs work for all Native veterans.

· SERVICEMEMBER AND VETERANS’ EMPOWERMENT AND SUPPORT ACT: Alongside Senator Jon Tester (D-MT) and Congresswoman Chellie Pingree (D-ME), Senator Murkowski reintroduced a bipartisan, bicameral bill to improve resources and care for survivors of military sexual trauma (MST). 

· HELLO GIRLS CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT: Senator Murkowski joined Senator Jon Tester (D-MT) and Senator Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) in introducing legislation which works to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the female telephone operators of the Army Signal Corps, known as the “Hello Girls”. 

· VETERANS BURN PITS EXPOSURE RECOGNITION ACT OF 2020: Senator Murkowski joined Senator Dan Sullivan (R-AK) and Joe Manchin (D-WV) in introducing the legislation to ensure veterans receive U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health care and benefits for illnesses and diseases related to exposure to burn pits.

· PAY OUR COAST GUARD ACT: Senator Murkowski introduced a bill which ensures continuing appropriations for Coast Guard pay in the event an appropriations act expires prior to the enactment of a new appropriations act. 

